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BY HIS GRACE Circa 1790 
Glenwood 
Private 
Representative of the fine stone houses which dot Howard County, Maryland, By 
His Grace has not been changed and then "changed back" but has retained its 
original form which the Reverend and Mrs. Virgil Van Street, present owners, 
have enhanced and maintained. 

Three bays wide and one room deep with south of center ground 
floor east door and central second floor west door which on this evaluation 
is ground floor, By His Grace features a wide brick chimney on its south wall, 
rectangular double-hung fenestration with six-over-six lites, proportionally 
scaled and vertically aligned on its exterior, and original mantles and wide 
random width floors in its interior. 

By His Grace, with its simple and uncluttered lines is significant 
as a part of the neighboring New Year's Gift, 
constructed circa 1790 and also as a continuing landmark in the future history 
of Howard County. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
f o r t h e 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAME 
COMMON: 

By His Grace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R l 

By His Grace - Route 97, Roxbury M i l l s Road 
C I T Y OR T O W N : 

Glenwood, 
STATE 

Maryland 
C O U N T Y : 

Howard 
CLASStFICATIOK 

CATEGORY 
("Check One) 

Dittrict Building 

Si»» Stroetur* 

Obj.cf 

OWNERSHIP 

Public 

Privot* 

Both 

Public Acquisition: 

In Proc««» 

B«lng Con«id«r*d 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preiervotion work 

in progrex 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yet: 

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

No 

I P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More • • Appropriete) 

Agricuttural 

I CommarcJQl 

Educational 

Ent«rtoJnm«nt 

Gov«rnm«nt 

Industrial 

Military 

Mutvum 

Park 

Privats R«tid«nc« 

R«ligiou« 

Scientific 

Transportation 

Othar (Sp^cltr) 

I Commants 

OWNER O r P R O P E R T Y 
j OnNER'3 N AMt: 

The Rev, and Mrs. Virgil Van Street 
STREET ANO NUMatR; 

By His Grace - Route 97 
C I T V OR TOVVN: S T A T E : 

GLenwood Maryland 21738 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION See Tax Map //21 . p. 4 219/79 9.5Acres 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F O E E D S . E T C : 

Hall of Records 
S T R E E T A N U MUMBER: 

Howard County Courthouse 
C I T V OR TOWN: S T A T E 

E l l i c o t t Ci ty Maryland 21043 
_ T i tle R e f e r e n c e of C u r r e n t Deed (Book & Pg . #): 
R t ^ R E S F N T A T I O N I N E X I S T T N G SU '^ V t Y S 

TITLE OF SURVl f ! 

Howard County Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE o r SUHVgTi • F»d.rol f»] Slot* • County Q Locol 
OBPOtlTOnV rOR lURVEV RECOROSl 

Maryland H i s t o r i ca I T rus t 
• r n i i i r A N O N U M V E R I 

21 State Circle 
CITV OR TOWNi r» T A T E1 I 
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I?. DESCRIPTION 

OeSCRIBE THE PRESENT « 40 ORISINAL. (H known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

By His Grace is a three bay wide, two bay deep three and a half story 
stone house on the east and two and a half story stone house on the west. 
Its gabled roof runs north-south, with a wide brick chimney centered into its 
south wall. A rectangular batten/wood east door is slightly south of center. 
Fenestration is rectangular, double-hung with six-over-six lites, decorated 
with flat stone lintels and flat wooden sills and shutters. Two four lite 
attic windows are placed in the south wall and a central 4 lite square attic 
window in its north wall. A shed roofed one story screened-in porch lies 
along the ground floor of the west wall' of the house which is really the 
second floor. 

CONDITION 
(XI Exc.ll.nl D GooJ n Fo'' 

(C/i.ck O n . ; 

Q D.f.ri orot.d n Ruint O Un.xpos.d 

(Chtck Onm) 

n Al t . r .d . g ] Unelt . r .J 

rCA.ck On») 

Q Movad [^ Original Sit . 

The second floor (ground floor on the west elevation) holds a central 
open bible and cross paneled door and a dutch door in the north bay. 

A one story brick garage lies along the south wall of the house which 
has now been converted into a service area with bath and work space. A nine 
lite rectangular door is centered into its east wall. A stone retaining wall 
runs north of the house from its northeast corner, balancing the one story 
brick addition. 

The interior features wide, random width floors, a large stone fire
place on the ground floor with stretcher stone flat arched lintel and key
stone while fireplaces on the second and third floors feature stretcher 
brick flat arched lintels and keystone with original Georgian mantles. The 
stone fireplace at New Year's Gift with keystone marked 1788 is amost 
identical to the stone fireplace found here and may point to 
a similar time of construction. The living room fireplace is flanked by 
pilasters and surmounted by architrave and wide mantlepiece. Enclosed 
staircases from second to third floors and third floor to attic appear 
original to the house. 

A pond lies west of the house which is surrounded by boxwood gardens. 

Exc.ll.nl
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(e . S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (ctimck On» or Mora mm Approprlmlm) 

• Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century 

• 15th Century D '^••' Century 

H 18th Century 

Q 19th Century 

n 20fh Century 

•PCCIFIC DATElsl (I( Appllcmbim mnd Knowm) C . 1 7 9 0 

AREAS OF IICNIFICANCE (C:rmek Onm or Morm *m Appmprimlm) 

Aboriginal 

• Prehiitoric 

^ Hittorie 

n Agriculture 

^ Architectur* 

D AM 

n Commerce 

n Communicotlont 

n Con»ervation 

r~l Education 

n Engineering 

I I industry 

Q l Invention 

n Lendtcape 

Architecture 

• Literature 

• Military 

D Mueic 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

n Science 

• Sculpture 

• Social/Human

itarian 

• Theater 

r~l Trontporlotion 

n Urban Plonning 

• Other (Spmcltr) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I C N I F I C A N C E 

By His 
Grace probably dates circa I788, the date of the construction of the stone 
hoLB e incorporated into New Year's Gift. 

evened by the late Ludwell Denny, Foreign Editor of the Scripps Howard 
papers, who also owned New Year's Gift, By His Grace was purchased by the 
Reverend Virgil Van Street in 1950. At that time Mr. Denny indicated to 
the Reverend Van Street that the two houses were very closely dated and 
built between the years 1780 and 1790. A keystone on which is inscribed 
the date I788 decorate the fireplace in Villa de Speranza (New Year's 
Gift). 

The stretcher stone lintel above t>ie fireplace of By His Grace on the 
south wall is very similar to that which is inscribed with the date I788 
at Villa de Speranza. 

For these reasons, the house probably dates circa 1790, and should be 
placed on the National Register as an outstanding example of this simple 
stone house architecture. Any future land mark legislation as well as the 
State Critical Areas Program should also include this outstanding building 
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MAJOR BlBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 

Wa r f i e1d , J .D . Founders of Ann Arundel and Howard Coun t ies . Md . , p. 441 

In te rv i ew w i t h Mrs. E-Uen Wake f ie ld O t t e n r i t t e r , a t By H is -Grace , March 
1 ^ , 1977. • • ' -
Notes of the Reverend V i r g i l Van S t r e e t f rom the Howard County H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y , 1976. 

• • • 

G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N A C R E S 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

0«gr*«s Minutes Sacond* 0«gr««i Minu'is Seconds D«gr*«i Minutat Seconds Degrees Minute* Seconds 
kjtf 

| j p 

r e 

ruj 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

Please see Attachment 1, 

Tax Map #21, p̂ 4 

219-179 9.5 acres 

FORM P!?EPAPED BY [ ^ 
r. A M L A ^ 4 0 T I T L E : 

Cleora Barnes Thompson, Archivist 
O R > i A N l Z A T I O M D A T E 

Comprehensive Planning Section 
S T R E E T i N O N ^ J M d f . K ; , 

3^50 Courthouse D r i v e j 
C I T Y O H T O - V N : S T A T E 

E l l i c o t t C i t y I Maryland 1210^3 

-^State Liaison Officor Review: (Office Use Only) 

Signif icance of t h i s property i s : 
Natioiul • SUt» a Local Q 

.Signature 



H
o-120 







Attachment 1 

HO- 120 BY HIS GRACE 

Tax Map #21 



Attachment 2 

HO- 120 By His Grace 

U.S. Geo log ica l Survey Map 

Woodbine, Maryland Q,uad 


















